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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

' - Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 76,78 and 100-102 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US Patent #6,481,169 to LUDWIG et al. 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 
Claims 76,78 and 100-102 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US Patent #6,481,169 to LUDWIG et al. LUDWIG discloses the use of a post and 
beam furniture system for partitioning open including a plurality of overhead beams (6), 
each having opposite ends; a plurality of vertical posts (8), each having a lower portion 
(35a,d) thereof adapted to be abuttingly supported in a freestanding fashion on a floor 
surface of the open office space in a laterally spaced apart relationship, and an upper 
portion thereof operably connected with the opposite ends of said overhead beams (6) 
to support said beams (8) at a predetermined elevation above average user height; at 
least one of said posts having an X-shaped plan (see figure 2A,B) configuration defining 
four mutually perpendicular, outwardly extending flanges (33a) arranged to define 
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triangular shaped spaces (in the area of 8a), each of which has an end face (34a) with a 
single T-shaped vertical slot (32a) extending centrally there along; at least one of said 
posts (6) having a Y-shaped plan configuration (see figure 2C,D) defining three 
regularly spaced apart, outwardly extending flanges (33d) arranged to define triangular 
shaped spaces (in the area of 8d), each of which has an end face (34d) with a single T- 
shaped vertical slot (32d) extending centrally there along; and a plurality of beam-to- 
post connectors (36) attached to the opposite ends of said beams, and detachably 
retained in said slots (32a, d); and at least one partition accessory (70) having a mount 
(72) that is detachably retained in the slots (32a,d). Regarding claim 7, the beams (6) 
includes opposite end faces having the T-slots (28); wherein, each of the slots (28) are 
generally similar in shape and size to receive the accessory (70) therein. In further 
reference to claim 100, the vertical posts (8) of LUDWIG has a "cruciform" shape 
having a central portion (CP) with four of the flanges (33a). Regarding claim 101 , the 
partition accessory (70) that is "configured" to equip the system for users is capable of 
being detachably retained at a variety of orientations along the length of the post. In 
reference to claim 102, the beam (6) has a longitudinal slot (28) similar to the slots (32) 
formed in the flanges of the posts (8). 
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FIG. 2A 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 30-34,79,82-87,89,94,123-130,132-145 remain as being allowed. 
Claims 103-122 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne M. Horton whose telephone number is (571) 


If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272J-00Q. 


272-6845. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 3:00 pm. 


Yvonn&™rn-li 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3635 
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